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At the battle of Alexandria in 1801    may be used for either hand, is   name Cape, one of the first to be
the  regiment  was   attacked   by   still worn in Iceland.   In the 13th   met with, was originally used to
Xapoleon's Invincible Legion both   century gloves made of linen and   designate a glove from the Cape
front  and   rear,   reaching to the elbow began to bo   of Good Hope.   The skin is large,
but, fighting back   worn for ornament, as well as for   heavy,  and rather tight-grained,
to back, defeated   warmth or protection.                    Latterly, however, the soft, pliable
the enemy with       Leather gauntlet gloves were   glove usually made from sheep and
heavy  loss.    To   used for hawking, and knights in   lamb skins tanned and dressed by
commemorate   full armour had gloves with metal   the " nappa " method has become
the victory it was   entirely covering the back of the   commercially    known   as    Cape.
GImen?bad?e**"  Permitted tne   hand, and overlapping the fingers.    What was once a name for a glove
unique     distinc-   These were made flexible in the   made from a single type of skin is
tion of wearing a badge at the back   centre.    Gloves were part of the   now the designation of a glove
of the cap as well as on the front,    imperial  insignia in the Middle   made from leather of a particular
which earned it the nickname of   Ages, and are still worn ceremoni-   tannage.   The best types of these
"The Fore and Afts."   The regi-   ally by the pope and the R.C.    skins come from the district of
ment repeated its exploit in the   hierarchy.   In the gorgeous dress   Kazan  and  the  Volga  area  in
First Great War when surrounded   of the 15th, 16th, and 17th con-    Russia.   Others come from Spain,
by Prussian guards at Ypres.          turies gloves, perfumed, jewelled,    Turkey, Rumania, Bulgaria, Yugo-
Battle Honours of the Regiment        or richly embroidered on the back,    slavia, and to a smaller extent
In the Peninsular War the 28th   and decorated with fringed gaunt-    from other sources. The skins with
gained fourteen  battle  honours,   lets, made their appearance. Queen   the finest grades of wool are nor-
distinguishing itself at  Talavera   Elizabeth 1 was especially fond of   mally inferior for glove-making to
and  Salamanca,  and fought  at   these costly articles, and some of   those with hairy, wiry wool.
Waterloo.   It served in the Sikh   hergloves are still extant.                          Dressing and Colouring
War and the Indian Mutiny, and in       The three rows of stitchery seen       Lamb glove and Cape  glove,
the Crimea fought at Alma, Inker-    on the back of modern gloves are   when advanced to the stage of tan-
man, and Sevastopol.                      said  to be a survival of these   ning known as " in the white," are
In 1881 the 28th was anialga-    embroidered backs, though  it is   virtually identical, except that the
mated with the 61st Foot and    more probable that formerly the   skins that make Capes are heavier
given   its  present   county   title,    stitching of the fingers was ex-    and larger.   It is in the finishing
The Gloucesters served throughout   tended to make the hand look long   and colouring processes that the
the Boer War, and were at the   and slim.   Modern forms of gloves    distinction occurs.    The dressing
defence  of   Ladysmith  and  the   include rubber ones worn for anti-    and colouring which complete the
relief of Kimberley.   Twenty-four   septic reasons by surgeons, and for   tannage of Capes is done by the
battalions were raised for service   protective   purposes   by electri-    " drum "  or  " dipped"   process,
hi   the   First   Great   War,   and    cians, etc., and padded gloves for   and the skin is coloured all the way
amongst the battle honours won   boxing, cricket, fives, and other   through; whereas leather for the
were : Mons ;  Ypres, 1914, 1915,    sports and games.                           so-called lamb glove has the colour
1917 ;  Somme, 1916, 1918 ; Lys ;          Symbolic Meanings of Gloves          " brushed " on the grain surface
Selle;   Vittorio Veneto ; Boiran,       Gloves have had their symbolic   only, leaving the flesh side or the
1917;   Sari Bair;   Bagdad.            meanings. Thus it was the custom   inside of the glove white.    The
Two battalions were with the   to wear gloves in the hat as the   nappa tannage is an alum process,
B.E.F. in France in the Second   favour of a mistress, the memorial   and besides there is a chrome tan-
Great War.   The 2nd Battalion    of a friend, and as a mark to be   nage which has the merit of being
had been so hard pressed that only   challenged by an enemy;  and a   washable in water of any tempera-
one oflicer and nine men were left   glove was thrown down as a chal-   ture up to boiling point,
to be taken off from Dunkirk. The   lenge to an enemy, who accepted       After much experiment a tan-
1st Gloucesters were in Rangoon   battle by picking it up.                 nage was perfected for the skin of
at the outbreak of war and served       Gloves are believed to have been   the Arabian haired sheep, resulting
throughout the Burma campaign;    first made in England on a large   in the production of the strong,
they were later joined by the 10th   scale by the monks of Bath. In the   soft, and velvet-like finished Mocha
battalion.    The 2nd Gloucesters    14th century a guild of glovers   glove.   The Mocha sheep is a dis-
helped to capture Havre in 1944,   came into  existence in  London,   tract type, not a species resulting
and were the first British troops to   and the trade of making them   from cross-breeding between the
enter Amhem, April 13,1945. The   was already a profitable calling.   Mocha goat and the woolled sheep,
4th Gloucesters acted as a search-   The   prices   of   ordinary  sheep-   as is frequently supposed. No other
light regiment during the Second   leather gloves were then fixed at   glove passes through so many pro-
Great War. The 1st battalion made   IJd.  per pair,   whilst   the best   cesses.in tanning and dressing as
a notable stand on the Imjin river,   gloves fetched 2d. a pair.                 the  Mocha,   and while  the  ap-
Korea, April, 1951. The regimental      By  1190 the  glove-makers of   pearance of the finished leather
depot is at Gloucester.                    France   had   formed   themselves   somewhat resembles suede, it is
Glove.     Close-fitting garment   into a company with S. Anne as   in fact very different in character,
covering the hand.   Xenophon re-   their patron,  while  in  Scotland   Mocha is " friezed," not" sueded."
fere to their use by the Persians,    the glove-makers of Perth were a   The finished or. outer side surface
They were familiar to the Romans,    chartered corporation in 1165.  In   of the gloves is on the grain, not
who, however, generally despised    England the glovers obtained a   the flesh side of the leather.   The
their use, and were worn by the    charter of their company in 1638.   friezing process removes the grain,
Anglo-Saxons in the 7th century.       In considering the glove trade,    leaving much of the strength of
In those days there was a separate   it is well to have a clear idea of the   the outer Rkin. The name suede is
division^ only for the thumb.   A   meaning   of  names   applied   to   applied to a glove of leather when
glove with two thumbs; so that it   gloves of various qualities.    The   subjected to the sueding process.